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Introduction

Taiwan is a non-Muslim country. In the past decades, we have been in want of a religious leader
who can convince all the Muslims in Taiwan to be reading from the same page. Every Muslim
group is working according to its missions and needs. Conflicts and legal cases have since then
never stopped.

Muslims in Taiwan have generally felt suspicious and confused due to either short of
information or personal influences from certain people; they hesitate in deciding whom to listen
to.

According to Islam, Muslims should manage and solve the issues and conflicts between each
other by consultation (Shoora) of the local people in charge who know Islamic law.

Based on the knowledge of Islamic law and the sense of responsibility as a Muslim, IAT intends
to invite people in charge of Muslim groups and their Islamic consultants, Imams, and Muslims
who are enthusiastic about Muslim affairs from different regions in Taiwan to gather together to
discuss and figure out the major issues that needed to be solved most urgently. We hope to reach
the biggest consensuses as we can, with Islamic law as the highest guidance without hindering the
positive development of every group.

The build-up of consensus needs continuous discussion and communication. This seminar is
expected to be held every 3 months every year. With positive communications and reasonable
discussions as principles, we look forward to replacing competition with cooperation and criticism
with understanding. The seminar will be broadcasted livestream and uploaded to the website for
reviewing in order to draw more attention of Taiwan Muslims. After few years, we hope to build
up the biggest consensuses in the most important issues for Islam in Taiwan to find the most

suitable ways to develop.
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The Actual State of Taiwan Local Muslims: The Challenges of Daily Faith-Practice
in the Society of 1000 People

Mr. Yaser Cheng, Chairman of Taipei Grand Mosque

I am a converted Muslim. Like many of my brothers and sisters here, Allah has bestowed upon us the
greatest blessing in both life and death—the gift of Muslimhood. Although I am a convert, I am considered
an early member of Taiwan's Islamic community. Having been a part of the community for so long, I feel
a responsibility to share my observations and experiences with you.

I converted to Islam in 1988 while studying in Saudi Arabia. Since returning to Taiwan, I've maintained
close ties with the local community. Although my diplomatic work has required me to live abroad every
few years, my interest in Taiwan's Islamic community has never ceased.

From 1989 to 1990, I worked for a Taiwanese company in Cairo, Egypt. My first Hajj pilgrimage began
in Egypt. Imam Zhao Xilin was in charge of welcoming pilgrims at the Taiwanese office in Jeddah. Imam
Ma Hsing-te, then a student at Medina University, was also a volunteer responsible for assisting
Taiwanese pilgrims. During my time in Egypt, I also met Imams Wang Meng-yang, Shin-yaw Wu, and
Liu Gen-rong, who were all studying in Cairo at the time. These imams are now imams at mosques in
Taiwan.

When I was in Taiwan from 1990 to 1995, I witnessed firsthand how the Chinese Muslim Association
helped invite Imam Chen Yongwu to serve in Kaohsiung. During those years, Taipei Grand Mosque's
Ramadan evening prayers often had fewer than a full row of attendees. The mosque provided free iftar
meals prepared by locals. These days, it's become increasingly rare to find Chinese halal food.

From 1996 to 2001, I worked at the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Jeddah. During those years, I hosted Hajj
groups from Taiwan. I assisted many of my predecessors in managing the Hajj, including Chang Ming-
jun, who is currently pursuing legal action against Taipei Grand Mosque. He left Mecca without
completing the Hajj, a move that fits his style of behavior. He claims to be a Muslim, but there's no trace
of Islam about him. Chairman Chang Ming-jun has set an excellent example of this multifaceted
packaging approach. During those years, Imam Bao Xiaolian, Imam Ma Jisheng, Ambassador Chang
Chih-ping, Secretary-General Ma Dewei, and Imam Jafar, who currently dedicates his time to Muslims in
Chiang Mai, were all students at Medina University. They worked together to help care for the Taiwanese
Hajj delegation. At the time, Imam Wang Zhuliang, who had not yet arrived in Taiwan, assisted the Thai
overseas Chinese Hajj delegation and interacted with our Taiwanese Hajj delegation. The reason I share
this history is that when we want to propose reforms to Taiwan's Islamic community, we must understand
it. When our Prophet (Saws) was spreading Islam, he had a deep understanding of the specialties of his
companions. Which of his companions had the best knowledge of the Arab tribes and families? Abu Bakar
RA was such an expert. Why did our Prophet (Saws) need such an expert? Because when he was spreading
Islam to the Arabs, he had to know who was related by blood, by marriage, and by hostility. This was
very important in the early days of Islam and in forming alliances.



In a May 1989 article, I wrote the following: "Today, the power to revive Islam in Taiwan rests entirely
on the young generation. But do they truly have the energy to shoulder this mission? And are the elders
truly committed to nurturing the young? If everyone continues to cling to the status quo and compete with
each other as they have for the past forty years, it would not be surprising if in twenty years Taipei Grand
Mosque is mistaken for a mosque for foreign Muslims."

I wrote the above article 36 years ago, and at the time, Muslim elders scolded me, saying, "Nonsense."
Let's look back and ask ourselves whether I was talking nonsense. Doesn't Taipei Grand Mosque today
look like a mosque for foreign Muslims? This is actually a very good thing; Islam is inherently diverse
and inclusive. But shouldn't local Muslims reflect deeply on this?

Since last year, I've mentioned at various da'wah events that "there are fewer than 1,000 native Muslims
in Taiwan." Some imams at mosques have told me, "Don't say that." I simply want to ask: Why can't we
tell the truth? Is it shameful that there are fewer than 1,000 native Muslims in Taiwan? Does Islam lose
its dignity because there are fewer than 1,000 native Muslims in Taiwan? Can't we face the fact that there
are fewer than 1,000 native Muslims in Taiwan? Did you know? Thirty years ago, the Chinese Muslim
Association claimed that there were 50,000 Muslims in Taiwan. They didn't intend to exaggerate. This
figure of 50,000 actually reflects the lack of a deep understanding of Islam among Taiwanese Muslims.
According to Islamic scholars, if a person doesn't pray five times a day, they are no longer a Muslim.
Based on this standard, I doubt the so-called 50,000 Muslims in Taiwan is a completely inaccurate figure.
It could even be argued that since 1949, the number of Taiwanese Muslims has never exceeded 3,000.

Therefore, as we hold this seminar today to discuss the future of Islam in Taiwan, [ would like to remind
you that it is best to discuss and plan the revitalization of Islam in Taiwan from the perspective of 1,000
people. I mean, we can't discuss this topic in the cloud; we need to return to earth, to the human world, to
discuss human matters. A community of 1,000 people has four relatively large mosques, and the
connections between them are not very strong. If you ask, "Is there a mechanism for coordination and
communication between mosques in Taiwan?" the answer is, "There used to be, but not in the past 20
years." Why not? The Chinese Muslim Association must bear primary responsibility. When I was young,
I witnessed the Chinese Muslim Association coordinating the dignity and prestige of mosques throughout
Taiwan. Why has the Chinese Muslim Association lost its prestige and prestige today? The reason is very
straightforward, not complicated. It's not a philosophical question, but a simple moral one. Think about it,
everyone. The main person in charge of this association, the protagonist, has been involved in countless
legal cases. The person who uses secular law to intimidate Muslim brothers and sisters is actually the head
of the Chinese Muslim Association.

e The Quran warns humanity:



5:44 " Whoever does not judge according to what Allah has revealed is a disbeliever. |
5:45 T Whoever does not judge according to what Allah has revealed is an unjust person. |
5:47 " Whoever does not judge according to what Allah has revealed is a disobedient person. |

Based on the above verses, I would like to ask, are those who use gangster-like judicial means to deal with
Muslims Muslims? Who will respect them? Who will take them seriously? What right do they have to
coordinate mosques across Taiwan? It is such a simple moral value that even young people can understand,
but these elderly people over 70 years old are wasting their time and are ignorant of the affairs of the
world.

Why haven't any imams come forward to correct such unethical organizations and individuals? Yes, Imam
Wang Mengyang, who did, has already been reported to the police. I've briefly described the current state
of Islam in Taiwan over the past 35 years. Now, I'd like to offer a few comments on my own topic: "The
Challenges of Daily Faith-Practice in the Society of 1000 People." Many topics today have discussed
systems, institutions, and policies. In this small community of less than a thousand people, the challenges
we face daily are not theoretical, but practical. I would like to offer my humble opinions on a few questions
raised by the organizers:

There are various Halal Certification units in Taiwan. Should we allow them to develop by

themselves? Or Imams and Muslim organizations shall moderate the development accordingly?

Taiwan is not a Muslim country, and even our government lacks the authority to exercise halal
certification. How can imams or Muslim organizations moderately intervene in halal certification?
Furthermore, even our mosque imams are being used as tools by halal certification agencies. These imams
and Muslim organizations are essentially players and referees. Your proposed theme, "Islams and Muslim
organizations should moderately intervene in halal certification," suggests you're considering giving them
more power than they already have. My humble opinion is that halal certification must establish an optimal
model so that halal certification becomes a service rather than a tool for making money. I hope that the
optimal model established at Taipei Grand Mosque will allow the halal certification of Taipei Grand
Mosque to serve as a bridge between businesses and consumers. Mosques and Islamic institutions should
not jump into the business themselves. The worst example is that a certain "association" has been a long-
term player and referee, attempting to monopolize the halal certification market, but has caused halal
certification to run into problems. Every time something goes wrong, they throw the problem to the
business and stay out of it. In the wedding catering incident at the Hsinchu Ambassador Hotel, the
certification agency jumped out immediately to shirk its own responsibility. This is the worst example.

Mosques in Taiwan have been receiving sponsorships from Taiwan government as well as foreign

Islamic countries and donations from Muslims. How to determine the legality of the ownership of

the properties of the mosques?

I'm sorry, but Taipei Grand Mosque, Taiwan's largest mosque, has not long received government subsidies
or sponsorship from Islamic countries. I don't know where this rumor originated. As for accepting
donations from parishioners, is that a problem? Doesn't the operation of a mosque require funding? If we



don't accept donations from parishioners, do we expect money to just fall from the sky? As for the
ownership issue, Taipei Grand Mosque Foundation is currently facing a lawsuit from the Chinese Muslim
Association. We will continue to fight until the infidels leave the mosque in disgrace.

Is it proper to resort to the court of Taiwan and let non-Muslims rule the conflicts between Muslims,
individuals or groups, related to Islamic laws or doctrines? Is it possible for Taiwan Muslims to
establish a cross-county/ethnic/nationality collegiate body under the laws of both Islam and Taiwan?

Disputes between Muslims should not be resolved through legal proceedings. They should first be
resolved through intra-religious consultation. However, I'm sorry to say that Taiwan's Islamic community
has long lacked an impartial imam to uphold justice. As for establishing a collegial body, it's difficult.
Some mosque imams have been kidnapped and controlled by unbelievers. How can we include them in a
collegial body? These unbelievers have been rampant in the Islamic community for nearly 30 years,
intimidating and threatening members of the community through legal proceedings, using the revenue
from their monopoly on halal certification to buy the hearts of weak-willed members. Without an
authoritative imam to uphold justice, how can we form a collegial body? Righteous members of the
community across Taiwan have formed a fighting group, vowing to fight the unbelievers to the bitter end.

Is it possible to let Taiwan Muslim organizations elect or take turn being the representative of the
religion of Islam for Department of Religious Affairs and Rites, MOI?

I don't know where this question came from. The Ministry of the Interior's Religious Affairs Bureau
doesn't seem to have any such thing as an Islamic representative. If there is, all you have to do is submit
an official document requesting the Ministry of the Interior to consider it. Taiwan is already a fairly mature
democratic country, and the government cannot do everything with its own hands. If you have any
dissatisfaction, there are channels for complaints to the government's public affairs window, the city
council, and the Legislative Yuan.

Shall we refer to the examples of other Muslim countries in order to manage and make use of the
limited cemetery in Taiwan to solve the problem of Muslim cemetery shortage? Shall we try to make
the fees of Islamic funeral more conforming to Islamic spirit?

This is a serious problem. I checked the burial fees in Seoul, Tokyo, Hong Kong, and Singapore, and they
are respectively (NT$45,000-NT$110,000), (NT$26,000-NT$38,000), (NT$110,000-NT$180,000), and
(NT$10,000-NT$30,000). The unreasonable and monopolistic charges for Muslim funerals in Taipei by
the Chinese Muslim Association must be severely condemned and demanded to be rectified immediately.
Charging high funeral fees from the families of the deceased is extremely immoral and completely
contrary to Islam.

How shall the development of Taiwan Muslims’ Islamic education in traditional Chinese go?
Including family education, school education, and social education. How to take root downward?
How to practice in daily life? How to cultivate elites and keep them in Taiwan Muslim educational

system?

There is no institution in Taiwan that has a best practice example to follow when it comes to educating
the next generation of Muslims. Currently, family education is the only support. If Islamic institutions,
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mosques, and families do not address this issue, Taiwan's native Muslims will be completely wiped out
within 20 years.

Conclusion

We cannot plan for Islam in Taiwan based on the "fantasy of 50,000 people," but must instead face the
"reality of 1,000 people." This is not shameful, but rather a reminder to build a more solid and pragmatic
foundation for our faith.

Islam is inherently diverse and inclusive, but Taiwanese Muslims need more self-reflection and awareness.
Finally, if you ask me for specific suggestions for the development of Islam in Taiwan, my suggestion is
to "establish a model of excellence." My hope is to "establish Taipei Grand Mosque as the best model for
the development of Islam in Taiwan." This is a simple intention, and I pray that Allah will help me succeed.
As the oldest mosque in Taiwan, Taipei Grand Mosque has weathered many ups and downs. This moment
is the smoothest it has been operating in the 65 years since its establishment, but it is also the most
challenging. Taipei Grand Mosque currently has approximately NT$7 million in funds frozen by evil
hypocrites through judicial means. This is money donated by religious believers in the amount of NT$100
or NT$200. These hypocrites must bear the punishment Allah has bestowed upon them in this world and
in this world for their abominable deeds. We will continue to fight them while also striving to preach and
educate. We pray that Allah will help Taipei Grand Mosque become the best example for the Islamic
community in Taiwan.

My other suggestion is that people of insight should manage their own battle positions, their own Islamic
strongholds. For example, the speakers attending today's conference include Imam Omar from Hualien,
Sister Yifen from Taichung, Islamic Circle of Taiwan from Hsinchu, and Brother Mohammed Abdul
Azeez from Al-Hadi Taiwan Islamic Education & Culture Center. Strengthening Islam in Taiwan is our
shared responsibility. We must work hard to preach and educate within our respective circles of life,
strengthen connections with each other, and establish a network of cooperation. The most important
principle is to "correct our intentions." If our intentions are correct, Allah will help us, otherwise He will
not. We must learn lessons from the great history of the past and our own personal history, and stop
wasting time doing eye-catching work. We must do it for Islam, there is no second goal.

Thanks for listening.
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Quran and Taiwan Muslims’ Islamic Education in Traditional Chinese
Hajjah Hanah, Muslimah

I. The Centrality of the Quran and the Mystery of Human Language

Today, as a humble servant, I would like to reflect with you on a crucial topic: "The Quran and Traditional
Chinese Islamic Education for Muslims in Taiwan."

I converted to Islam in 2000. I was a science major. At the time, I was devoted to nature and thought
religion was superstition. Then, I was drawn to Islam by the question, "Don't you know Islam is science?"
It's been 25 years since then, and my faith has only grown stronger.

I'm just an ordinary Muslim like everyone else, born into a Taiwanese family of ordinary folk religions.
Since seeking Allah, I've been guided by the logical teachings of the Quran and the biography of the
Prophet Muhammad, applying them to Quranic study and lifelong learning. My first year of encountering
Islam had nothing to do with my major, but I made the decision: I minored in Foreign Languages in
college. To me, language is a tool, a vehicle for the pursuit of knowledge. Furthermore, the greatest
difference between humans and other species is language. Allah's knowledge in the Quran is meant to
allow all of humanity to find solutions to social problems through language.

30:22

Among His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your languages and skin
colors. Indeed, in this are signs for those who learn.

As everyone knows, the original Quran is the only true text of faith; translations into other languages are
merely supplementary. Those who truly seek knowledge must understand linguistics and cultivate the
ability to cross-reference and reflect. Only then can they approach the Truth and true knowledge of the
Quran and contribute to society.

One of the mysteries worth pondering is that the original Quran leaves untranslated phonemes in the first
verse of its 29 chapters. These smallest phonetic units are the linguistic codes left by the Creator for
humanity, and their mysteries are endless. My ongoing project, "Quran Research Room," focuses on the
following topics:

The development of all human languages can be traced back to the 28 phonemes of Arabic.

Taiwan's invention of the phonetic writing system "Bopomofo" has contributed to a literacy rate exceeding
98%, a remarkable achievement. This demonstrates the ingenious design of "Bopomofo," which
seamlessly integrates sound and text. Taiwan also adheres to the use of Traditional Chinese, a writing
system steeped in historical significance and aesthetic value. These two powerful linguistic tools—sound
and text—signify that Taiwan carries the authentic legacy of China's 5,000-year-old cultural tradition, a
fact that resonates closely with the Islamic world's commitment to respecting the original texts of
revelation and preserving the purity of sound.
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Therefore, as Taiwanese Muslims enter the Al era, we must prioritize the beauty and spiritual value of
Quranic pronunciation and cultivate fundamental oral skills. We can leverage the successful learning
experience of native phonetic notation systems to establish "Easy Sounds" educational programs, enabling
everyone, from children to beginners, to easily grasp the patterns of pronunciation and, in turn, master the
28 basic Arabic phonemes (Halaq) and achieve mastery.

II. Historical Carrying: The Tradition of Taiwanese Muslims and Chinese Muslim Scholars

Historically, since the Tang and Song dynasties, Chinese Muslim scholars have been incorporating Islamic
knowledge into Chinese culture through Chinese literature and private school education. From the Yuan,
Ming, and Qing dynasties, from Hu Dengzhou, Liu Zhi, Ma Zhu, and Ma Shixiang to the Qing dynasty
and even the early Republic of China, numerous scholars wrote classic texts in Chinese, such as "The
Rites of the Islamic Front" and "The True Interpretation of the Orthodox Religion."

These texts record Islamic thought in traditional Chinese, blending Islamic wisdom with Chinese culture,
and have become the basic resource for Muslims in China and even Taiwan to establish traditional Chinese
Islamic education today.

Therefore, the development of Islamic education in Taiwan must inherit the cultural context of the Tang,
Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing and Republic of China periods, and reinterpret and pass on the wisdom of the
Quran through traditional Chinese.

Simplified Chinese is nothing more than a political product of the Chinese Communist Party and has only
existed for more than 70 years. Moreover, in mainland China, some people have already begun to quietly
promote the revival of Traditional Chinese.

I11. Opportunities for Educational Equality and Diversified Experimental Education
All praises to the Lord

We are incredibly fortunate to live in Formosa—a society that values equal access to education. In recent
years, Taiwan has actively embraced various experimental educational systems, from co-study groups in
living rooms to renting unused school classrooms and even freely setting up classrooms in mosques for
the pursuit of knowledge. These initiatives have gained social acceptance.

This is a historic opportunity for Taiwanese Muslims: we can fully utilize these systems to establish a
diversified platform for traditional Chinese Islamic education, from family education to school education,
and then to social education, with the three supporting and echoing each other.

IV. The Golden Triangle of Trilingual Islamic Education and Scientific Reading

Here we propose an important concept: trilingual Islamic education, using the commonality of sound
(basic phonemes) to connect Arabic, English and Chinese.

1. Language Foundation: Starting from the smallest phonemes common to all humans, using
phoneme awareness and phonological awareness to lay the foundation for language.
2. The Science of Reading (SOR) pyramid, based on our research, is simplified into three levels:
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Base level: Phonemic & Phonological Awareness
Middle level: decoding and manipulating
Top level: Comprehension
3. Reading comprehension of the inner triangle of the trilingual world, pondering and
understanding the Creator:
The original Arabic text of the Quran (the highest source of law)
Chinese translation (Traditional Chinese)
English translation (keeping pace with the world)

Through this framework, we will cultivate a group of elites who can switch freely between the three

languages and establish a balance and integration between the true knowledge of the Quran and modern
knowledge.
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V. Rooting Downward, Bearing Fruit Upward

This path of daily practice is not only an educational design, but also a continuation and revival of Islamic
civilization:

- Family education: Let children be exposed to traditional Chinese and the original pronunciation of the
Quran at home, and establish a life-like faith context.

- School education: After-school language courses are set up in mosques or communities, combining
traditional Chinese teaching materials with the Quran and Arabic, so that children can build "trilingual
language expertise" in school education.

- Social Education: Through community lectures, public events, published books and digital resources,
we aim to help more people understand the similarities between Islamic wisdom and Chinese culture.

Only by doing this, with a concerted effort and deep involvement in education, can we truly take root and
bear fruit, and thus realize our lives while cultivating and retaining elites.

VI. Personal Practice: Traditional Chinese Revision Work

I'd like to share a personal experience. I participated in the proofreading of the Traditional Chinese edition
of the biography of the Prophet Muhammad, "Hearing the Voice of the Prophet Muhammad." Three years
ago, two volumes were completed and published. This July, we held successful book-sharing sessions
with the women who participated in the campaign at Taipei, Taichung, and Kaohsiung Mosques. I would
like to express my gratitude to Allah and my love for the Prophet through this Dua'a, praying that the Most
Merciful Allah will grant each of these women abundant success in this world and in heaven. Amen.

The third volume is now available in all major physical and online bookstores.

During this process, I discovered that simplified Chinese characters sometimes lack the same meaning as
the original text. However, Islam, which has been integrated into Chinese culture for 1,300 years, can
more accurately convey the spirit of the Quran and Hadith within the fertile soil of Traditional Chinese.
This experience has further strengthened my resolve to promote Islamic education in Traditional Chinese.

VII. Conclusion

Dear friends, where is the future of Muslim education in Taiwan? The answer is right in front of us:

- The Quran is the highest source of faith.

- Using the Zhuyin system and traditional Chinese as a bridge of cultural heritage,
- Taking SOR scientific reading as the pyramid of trilingual education,

- The triple concentric circles of education: family, school, and society

Let us all follow Allah's command to pursue knowledge throughout our lives. This path will not only
sustain the life of Muslim faith, but will also make Taiwan a new model for Islamic education and a true
"Beautiful Island" worthy of the name Formosa.

Thank you all.
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One Ummah in Taiwan: Building Islamic Unity for Stronger Da‘wah, Lasting
Faith, and a Welcoming Community

Mr. Himmatur Rijal, Member of the ICT Board of Directors
o )l\ e )5\ 4 e
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All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. We praise Him, we seek His help, and we seek
His forgiveness. We bear witness that there is no God worthy of worship except Allah, and we
bear witness that Muhammad £ is His servant and final Messenger.

May peace and blessings be upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad %, upon his family, his noble
companions, and all those who follow them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

Respected imams, community leaders, brothers and sisters, students, and friends.

Taiwan’s Muslim community is small in number but rich in diversity. There are Taiwanese-born
Muslims, international students and professionals. There are who spoke Arabic, Mandarin,
Indonesian, English, Hindi, Urdu, and other languages in our Masjid and homes. This diversity is
not a challenge to manage, but it’s a mercy to activate.

My core message today is simple:
Islamic unity is not a slogan;

it is a strategy, a spiritual obligation, and the key to a resilient da‘wah, to healthier families,
and to sustaining the iman of both born-Muslims and converts in a chaotic age.

Allah Most High commands us in surah Ali ‘Imran, verse number 103:
L858 V5 aed A Jiay | ssie
“Hold fast, all together, to the rope of Allah, and be not divided” (Qur’an 3:103).
0528 205 Ul s el il 53

Allah tells us in surah Al-Anbya: “This community of yours is one community, and I am your
Lord; so worship Me” (Qur’an 21:92).

Ry ) oy | e 1 8 56 V5 AT oL 55 A 1 saalal 5

And Allah warns in surah Al-Anfal: “Obey Allah and His Messenger and do not dispute, lest you
lose courage and your strength depart” (Qur’an 8:46).
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From these 3 verses, we can take one important message:
Unity is a source of strength; and disunity drains this source of strength.

Today, I want to share how unity can guide our organizations, strengthen our community, and
support both born-Muslims and converts in Taiwan.

Part I: The Case for Unity—Principles and Adab

Unity doesn’t mean we all have to be the same. We may follow different madhhabs, we may come
from different cultures, and we may speak different languages. But what really unites us is what
matters most: our creed is one, our giblah is one, and our beloved Prophet % is one.

The adab of difference — adab al-ikhtilaf — reminds us of three beautiful things.

First, unity in the essentials. Tawhid, the five pillars of Islam, love for the Prophet %, and respect
for the Qur’an and the Sunnah. These are the things we all share.

Second, mercy in our differences. And yes, there will be differences — in prayer time methods, in
moonsighting, in details of figh. But those differences are not something to fight over; they’re part
of the richness of our tradition.

And third, character when we disagree. That means assuming the best of one another, seeking
evidence with open hearts, giving advice gently and privately, and always holding on to
brotherhood and sisterhood.

So, what does this look like in daily life?

It means we highlight the things that bring us together, and we keep any issues that might divide
us in private, handled with care.

It means we teach our youth that even our greatest scholars differed — and they did so with love
and respect.

It means we give space for language differences without letting them turn into barriers.

At the end of the day, this adab is part of da‘wah. Because people don’t just embrace a theology
first — they embrace a community.

Part II: Taiwan’s Mosaic—Unity as an Ecosystem

Here in Taiwan, that community is made up of many parts, each carrying an important piece of
the puzzle.

Our Masjid and national associations bring stability. They give us religious guidance, help set halal
standards, and act as a bridge with the government.

Our Indonesian Muslim groups shine at the grassroots level. Through Sunday gatherings,
compassionate aftercare, and mutual aid, they show what it means to care for one another.
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Our campus and youth groups bring a different kind of strength. They are bilingual, media-savvy,
and peer-led. They create safe spaces where young people can ask questions openly, without fear
of being judged.

Our women-led circles have a very special role. They focus on care and relationships — mentoring
new converts and helping families feel welcomed and supported.

And our educators and da‘wah teachers serve all of us by preparing lessons, answering doubts, and
producing resources that guide the community.

Unity means weaving all these strengths together into one healthy ecosystem.

The mosque anchors our worship. The association safeguards our standards. The Indonesian
circles move hearts. The student groups connect and translate. The women’s circles nurture. And
the teachers give clarity.

And when all these parts come together — when they work side by side, supporting one another
— we become stronger than any single part could ever be on its own.

So let’s appreciate each piece, and let’s keep building this unity together.”
Part III: Ten Unity Practices for Taiwan (Actionable, Repeatable)

Now, how do we make this unity practical? How do we make sure it’s not just nice words, but
something we can see and measure?

We would like to suggest Ten Unity Practices. These are things we can actually do. They are
simple, repeatable steps that make unity visible.

Number one: the Unity Charter and Pledge. This is a one-page statement of shared principles —
things like mercy first, evidence-based guidance, safeguarding, inclusion, multilingual access,
scholarly oversight, and transparent conflict resolution. Leaders of Muslim organizations sign it
every year, and it’s displayed for all to see — in Mandarin, Indonesian, and English.

Number two: a Shared Calendar and Cross-Promotion. Imagine one Taiwan-wide events calendar,
synced through LINE and the website. That way, we avoid clashes and duplication.

Number three: Joint Moonsighting and Prayer Time Guidance. A council of local scholars and
technical advisors agrees on methods and communication protocols. Public messaging focuses on
unity, while any small differences are acknowledged respectfully.

Number four: a Trilingual Resource Commons. This is a shared library of open-licensed khutbahs,
Islamic lessons, convert guides, safeguarding templates, Islamic glossary cards, and how-to videos.
All available in Mandarin, Indonesian, and English.

Number five: Cross-Organization After-Action Reviews. After every major event — Ramadan
programs, Eid, Sunday gatherings, campus welcome weeks — we take one hour together for a
joint debrief. We ask: what worked, what failed, and what do we change next time?
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Number six: a Unity Mentorship Network. Mentors and mentees are paired across language and
background lines.

Number seven: Women’s Leadership and Youth Voice in Decision-Making. Seats are reserved for
women leaders and youth representatives on roundtables. Facilitation rotates, and meeting
summaries are shared publicly to build trust.

Number eight: Unified Safeguarding and Pastoral Care. One shared safeguarding policy that’s
recognized by all partners. Clear reporting channels in all main languages. And trauma-informed
responders ready to step in when needed.

Number nine: Joint Service and Visibility Projects. Every quarter, we do co-branded service
together — blood drives, beach clean-ups, hospital visits, food aid. Volunteers wear “One Ummah
Taiwan” badges. We invite local media, we invite our neighbors, and we practice da‘wah by
serving others.

And finally, number ten: a Conflict-to-Resolution Protocol. When disagreements arise, we use a
three-step ladder. First, private dialogue. If needed, then mediation with neutral elders. And only
if necessary, a joint scholar panel. No public shaming. The goal is always reconciliation and
learning.

These practices make unity real. They make it visible. They make it something people can feel,
not just something they hear in words.”

Part IV: What Unity Should Produce—Specific Outcomes and Metrics

Now, unity shouldn’t just sound good. It should also show results. In other words, unity is
measurable.

Think of it like a Taiwan ‘Unity Scorecard.” What would it look like if unity was really working?

First, cross-participation. By one year in, around thirty to fifty percent of people attending events
should come from outside the host organization.

Second, convert retention and care. Seventy-five percent of new Muslims should still be connected
after six months, and sixty percent after a year.

Third, youth belonging. Seventy percent of young people should be able to say they have at least
one trusted adult in the community. And every quarter, there should be a youth-led program co-
hosted by at least two organizations.

Fourth, learning and doubt resolution. On average, people show a twenty-five percent
improvement in their understanding of core beliefs and prayer literacy.

And fifth, digital health. Unity also means how we behave online. Clear LINE group guidelines
are adopted across organizations. Within six months, misinformation drops by half.

When unity is working, we can feel it. There are less duplication, fewer clashes, more joint wins,
and clearer pathways for anyone in need.

29



Part V: Why Some Born-Muslims Drift or Leave—and How Unity Heals

Now, let’s talk about why some born-Muslims drift away or even leaves the faith — and how unity
can heal that.

Here in Taiwan, we see a few common factors.

First, thin foundations and isolation. Some are culturally Muslim, but they were never really taught
the basics. Some live far from major mosques, and some are stuck in shift work that makes it hard
to attend.

Second, language and access gaps. We don’t yet have enough local content on sensitive topics,
and there aren’t enough bilingual mentors to guide people.

Third, community conflict and hypocrisy. Public disputes, mixed messages, or hidden harm can
push people away.

And fourth, digital overwhelm. People are bombarded online with sensationalism and arguments.
Those things shape their beliefs more than lived faith.

So, what does a unity-focused response look like?

One Curriculum, Many Doors. A single, tiered “Foundations of Faith” course — offered in
mosques, Indonesian circles, and campuses. The same content, but available in multiple venues
and multiple languages.

Listening Before Lecturing. Regular ‘Open Hearts, Open Questions’ nights, where people can
speak openly. Trained facilitators listen first, and thoughtful responses are published afterward.

Shared Ethics in Public. When controversies happen, we respond with joint statements and
coordinated communication, instead of scattered voices or online arguments.

And Radical Transparency. Posting safeguarding and financial summaries, admitting mistakes,
and repairing trust quickly.

Unity calms the noise. Unity clarifies the path. And unity rebuilds trust.
Part VI: How Converts Keep Iman—Sustained by Unity

To our beloved converts, Taiwanese and international — your shahada is a gift to this land. And
unity makes sure you never walk alone.

You’re not alone on this path. We’re here to walk together. So let us share a few practices that
many converts have found helpful in keeping their iman strong. And at the same time, these are
also reminders for us, as Muslim organizations in Taiwan, of how we should support every new
brother and sister who joins our community.

First, Anchor Habits — the 3-3-3.
Three prayers on time each day to start, then building up to all five.

Three daily invocations: istighfar, salawat, and a personal du‘a.
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And three minutes of Qur’an with translation — in Mandarin or English.
Second, One Companion, One Circle, One Teacher.
A companion — a same-gender mentor, matched within a week, in the convert’s own language.

A circle — a small group that meets every two weeks, where reflection is just as important as
lectures.

And a teacher — a trusted scholar who can handle sensitive questions.
Third, Learn in Layers.

In the first three months: wudu, prayer, the meaning of shahada, halal and haram basics, and
highlights of the Sirah.

From three months to one year: ageedah essentials, figh of worship, adab and character.

And by year two and beyond: structured figh, deeper Sirah studies, and a service project that builds
a sense of belonging.

Fourth, Curate Inputs.

Follow just three to five reliable sources. Mute the arguments and the polemics. Keep a question
notebook. And prefer Taiwan-grounded guidance over faraway internet debates.

And finally, Community Supports You.

A unified welcome pack. A first-month checklist. A LINE group with moderators. Financial and
housing advice when it’s genuinely needed. And protection from predatory proposals or
exploitation, with clear policies in place.

Unity guarantees that no convert falls through the cracks. Not a single one.
Part VII: What We Model for Taiwan
And that brings me to the last part of my speech: What We Model for Taiwan.

Unity does not just strengthen Muslims; it blesses Taiwan as a whole. When our neighbors see
Muslims working together across languages and backgrounds for the common good, our da‘wah
becomes credible. When officials see professional safeguarding, shared standards, and open
communication, partnerships become easier. When youth see elders listening, and elders see youth
stepping up to serve, the future becomes hopeful.

Our guiding principle remains clear:
e Balance — 4k
e Public good — 4aliaz
e Trust— &l

e Excellence — lwa)
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e Companionship — 4=
e And finally, du‘a.
Strategy is our responsibility, but (32 5) success, is only His gift.

Brothers and sisters, our strength is not in our numbers. Our strength is in our unity — unity in
obedience to Allah, unity in love for His Messenger £, and unity in serving as His creation.

Some of our brothers and sisters feel alone in factory dormitories and faraway towns. Some
Taiwanese converts are navigating family pressures with quiet courage. Some of our youth feel
unprepared for the storms of the internet. The answer is not more noise. The answer is more nurture
— together.

O Allah, join our hearts, mend our relationships, and make us brothers and sisters as You love. O
Allah, beautify Iman in our hearts; protect our workers, students, and families; bless our teachers
and volunteers; honor our elders and guide our youth; grant us leaders who listen and communities
that heal. O Allah, use us for Your deen in Taiwan and do not replace us. Make our unity a light
for our neighbors and a means of Your pleasure.
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Unity, Action and Muslim Future in Taiwan
Mr. Mohammed Abdul Azeez, Chairman of Al-Hadi Taiwan Islamic Education & Culture
Center
Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.

Dear respected brothers, sisters, elders, and youth. It is an honor to be with you today. We are
gathered here as a community— We are Muslim professionals, students, and families who have
chosen Taiwan as our home. We are reverts who have embraced Islam, adding your unique light
to our collective identity. We are united by one fundamental truth: La ilaha illallah, Muhammadur
Rasulullah. There is no Allah but Allah, and Muhammad is His messenger.

Today, I want to speak with you about three pillars that will define our path forward: Unity, Action,
and our shared Future here in Taiwan.

First, let us talk about UNITY. Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Quran: » i J lliaaml 5¥ W)
5leiia 3l "And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided." (Surah
Ali 'Tmran, 3:103) Our strength does not lie in our numbers, but in our cohesion.

"Unity" does not mean we erase our beautiful diversity. Rather, it means we focus on what binds
us together: Islam. And actually, it’s all because of this beautiful diversity that we can have a
strong unity. For example, in one single body, we have diverse functions from each organ. We see
through our eyes, listen through our ears, stand on our feet, write, eat wash our hands. Every part
of our organs is different, but they work in unity to serve one body.

As for a Muslim community, we are in one body, Islam. We should have a head, which is a leader
that can coordinate the jobs. And we need different parts of bodies to work healthily. For examples,
we have MSAs to unite Muslim students, Mosques to serve the local community, Islamic school
to do education. We should identify the expertise of each organization, and we support one another.

Since we are now in Muslim minority situation, if someone sees an organization doing something
and thinks that they can make another organization and do the same, I think this brother or sister
does not have a vision for the Muslim community in Taiwan. And this is due to the lack of a leader
and thus a poor management within a community.

Imagine, a body with 5 hands, 10 mouths, but no feet. The body cannot grow healthy. Thus brothers,
and sisters, we need to solve the management problem to get unity and then become strong as a
whole body.

But unity without vision or purpose is like an engine without fuel. This brings us to the second
point: ACTION — Al-'Amal. Allah loves those who are not only believers but also doers of good.
Our unity must be channeled into meaningful, positive action. What does action look like for us?
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Action Inward: Strengthening Our Community. Let us support our Islamic centers and mosques.
Volunteer, donate, teach, and learn. Let us develop programs for our youth—Islamic education
coupled with mentorship, so they are proud of their faith and confident in their Taiwanese identity.
Let us create support networks for new Muslims, helping them navigate their new spiritual journey
without losing their social fabric. Let us build systems to help Muslim families with halal food,
education, and elderly care.

Action Outward: Engaging with Taiwanese Society. We must be proactive in telling our own story.
Let us engage with media, open our doors for mosque visit days, (ATMT ) and participate in
interfaith dialogues. We must show our Taiwanese neighbors that Muslims are peaceful,
contributing, and integral members of society. Let us champion civic engagement. Voting,
community service, and excelling in our fields are all forms of Sadaqah Jariyah (ongoing charity)
that benefit the entire society. Let us work with the government to advocate for our needs—
whether it’s for more halal-certified options, prayer spaces in public areas, or recognition of our
religious holidays.

Actions are not words, but time, financial and physical sacrifices and of course the result is only
from Allah SWT.

It’s our Ibadah to our creator. It would be our own mistake if after this meeting we do not start do
something concrete to solve the problem of management. Action is the proof of our faith. It is how
we transform our unity from a concept into a force for good. This leads us to our final and most
important point: Our FUTURE — Al-Mustagbal.

What is the future we envision for Muslims in Taiwan? It is not a future of isolation, but of
integration. It is not a future of merely surviving, but of thriving.

We envision a future where a Taiwanese Muslim child can grow up with zero contradiction
between being a devout Muslim and a proud Taiwanese citizen. A future where we produce
scholars, scientists, engineers, and leaders who contribute to Taiwan and are recognized for their
faith and their excellence. This can only be done by establishing an Islamic School in this land.

As a Muslim father of four, I could have sent my children to nearby Muslim countries to get Islamic
education, yet I know that means, when my grandchildren come, in shaa Allah, they will be sent
out again. This land is still in draught of knowledge and education.

By the mercy of Allah, We’ve been striving hard since 2020 Aug., and we fear Allah and reply on
Allah, and try our best to serve in the field of education and hope to have a campus where we can
lead Muslim children to excellence in different fields and be confident and excel also in their
Muslim identity, the one who is obedient to Allah.
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In shaa Allah, with these children, we can achieve A future where Muslims will excel in differerent

fields, serve Taiwan society and in shaa Allah, Taiwan will also become a Muslim majority country.
This future is not a dream. It is a destination. And the path to that destination is paved with the two

pillars we just discussed: Unity and Action. The challenge before us is great, but our potential is

greater.

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "The believers, in their mutual kindness, compassion and
sympathy, are just like one body. When one of the limbs suffers, the whole body responds to it
with wakefulness and fever." (Bukhari and Muslim)

Let us be that body. Let us be united. Let us take action. Let us build a legacy for those who come
after us—a legacy of faith, contribution, and unity. Let us leave here today not just inspired, but
committed. Commit to one act of unity: Our future in Taiwan is bright, but it is not predetermined.
We must build it, together. Jazakum Allahu Khayran. Wassalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa
Barakatuh
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